
 

YAGI ANTENNA HISTORY 

AS MANY OF YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW, THE FULL NAME OF THIS ANTENNA IS YAGI-UDA ANTENNA. 

THE ORIGIN OF THIS NAME IS DERIVED BY THE SURNAME OF TWO JAPANESE INVENTORS THAT DESIGNED THIS ANTENNA FOR THE FIRST TIME 

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 1920’S. 

YAGI ANTENNA US PATENT SOURCE WWW.USPTO.GOV 

THE TWO INVENTORS WERE, HIDETSUGU YAGI (1886-1976) AND SHINTARO UDA (1896-1976)  BOTH PROFESSORS AT THE TOHOKU 

UNIVERSITY JAPAN. 

WHAT NOT EVERYONE KNOWS IS THAT THE ORIGINAL CONCEPT OF THIS ANTENNA HAS TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO SHINTARO UDA (YAGI’S 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR) THAT IN 1926, FIRST DESCRIBED THIS ANTENNA AT TOHUKU UNIVERSITY IN JAPAN,  IN THE IEEJ (JAPAN). 

HIDETSUGU YAGI , WHO WORKED IN THE UK, USA AND GERMANY, APPLIED FOR PATENTS ON THE NEW ANTENNA BOTH IN JAPAN AND THE 

UNITED STATES. 

THE JAPANESE PATENT WAS IMMEDIATELY ISSUED IN 1926 WITH NR. 69115 WHILE THE U.S. PATENT 1,860,123 FILED IN 1926 WAS 

ISSUED LATER IN 1932. 

WHILE THE JAPANESE PATENT WAS PROPERLY ATTRIBUTED TO BOTH THE INVENTORS, THE US PATENT WAS ASSIGNED TO THE DR. YAGI. 

 

JAPANES PATENT 69115 SOURCE AKTUELLUM.COM 

DR. YAGI IS LISTED AMONG THE TEN JAPANESE GREAT INVENTORS BY THE JAPAN PATENT OFFICE FOR THIS VERY INVENTION, AND HAS BEEN 

PRESIDENT OF JAPAN AMATEUR RADIO LEAGUE (JARL) IN 1946. 

ALTHOUGH NO ONE CAN EVER TELL US HOW MUCH AUTHORSHIP SHOULD BE ATTRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR YAGI RATHER THAN PROFESSOR UDA 

, CERTAINLY WE SHOULD ATTRIBUTE THE RIGHT AUTHORSHIP TO THIS ANTENNA BY NAMING IT ALWAYS AS YAGI-UDA. 
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